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JUDGES: I-34. 35.1 


ARD THECHILDRENOP TSRAEL REMEMERRS 


ED NOT TH LoeD:THEIR GOD, WO 
HAD DPIIVEREDTHEN OUT o TuE 
HANDS'OF, ALL THEIR ENEMIES ON EV R- 


RY 34 DE: —NEI THEN SEW ED THEY 


+ RINDNESS:+ Tors HOUSE: OF: FERUBR- 
— "RAALY NAMELY» G1DEON, . ACCORDING - 
- TO ALL THE | GOODNESS- WHICH: — 
r v ISRAEL. ICE 


£5454 ot > BE-biflory ef God's deter eeche 
v unten for. the ue of all ſueceeding ages, 
that they might not be without vevidence of The - 

divine faithfulneſs, \inthe--/u/f/mens of promi ſes, 
and in the execntron-offhreatenings. Moſt of ne - : 
ſignal deliveranees, experienced by that people, 
were effected by the inſtrumentality of ſome mar, 
or fome:men;ovxdently railed up by God. far thoſe - - 
very purpoſes... 

Tak words: from: whichanglFbe: delivered * 
.adiftduſe; on this occaſion, are the concluſion 
of an intereſting part of their hiſtory. At a 

time when Iſtael was greatly im overiſhed, har - 
ing experienced, for ſeven 5 the oppreſſions 
and depredations of the Nlidianites; 3 and when 
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tbe hearts of all fate br reaff In of the nun- 


ber and ftrength of their enemies, the Lord 
graciouſſy interpoſed, and raiſed them up a 

deliverer. This deliverer was Gideon, the ſon of 
Joaſh. For the zeaFof this wan to deftroy the 
worſhip of Baal, he obtained the name, Jerub 
Baal. Witte a.fmalinimber of men, this leader 
| (iiracl's. Gop being onhis ſide) put to flight, and 
completely ſubdued. an army of Micianites, 

which, for multitude, is repreſented. to have 
been like praſs-bappers, in the field.“ [The de- 
liverance of this memorable. day. was followel 


Vith a peace, :in,Jiracl, of forty; years, even un- 


til the death of Gideon. But, that, ungrateful 
ple made poor. returns to the. Divine Author 
7 their bleſſings, and to im, he was uſed as: 
an inſtrument of procuring and continuing them. 
This ſhametul ingratitude is partictlarly expreſl-- 
ed, and laid to their charge, im the words, cho- 
ſen as a text. Aud the children of "Tfrachre- 
membered not 1 LORD their! GOD. avhortiad 


delivered them out of tie hands of all their ens- 


mies on every fide © Neither fhewed they kindniſs 6 


. the houſe of Ferubbaal, namely Gideon, actording 
to all the goodneſs which he had ſirtbed unto Iſruel. 
Ou ſituation, as a people, in many re- 
ſheds, i is ſimilar to that of the children of Ifraeb; 
' fo that theſe words afford inſtruction,” which is 
well adapted to our own cafe. For this purpoſe 
- 1:ſhall improve them and, therefore, requeſt 


your.attention to the following e which. | 
har n 8 N „ 


3 
| _ 
Ps le e * *%; T4 $1495, FP 1 TD 1 &, — 

KY. Tax Lord our God hath 1 us 
a of, the hands of all our enemies, on every 


Tide. wet 6 1 ns | 1 wy 


- 


II. Ovn: blectag and , privileges. have | 


| bovighs; vs under the ſtrongeſt obligations to re- 
member HIM. who conferred them on uus. 
II. Taz holy anger and righteous dic. | 
Pleaſure of God may be provoked, by the man- 
ner in Which we treat thoſe men, who. have been 
-uſed as inftruments of procuring. and continuing 
-our bleſſings. 

1. THAT. which was {aid af the children " 


Iſrael, may. ien the ſtricteſt truth, be ac- 


knowledged: by us The. LORD our 60 hath 
delivered us. 4 of Wes hands of « all our enemies, on 
; every 2 de. 334 

# SO the 1 the children of Iſrael frſt 
— the land of Canaan, until Gideon was 


placed at their head, was a ſpace of about two... 


hundred yèars. In this OD they, experienced , 
remarkable. deliverances; and grew up inte a na- 
tion, formidable to neighbouring powers, in 
numbers and ſtrength. It is not ſo long a [pace 
as this, ſince our venerable and pious. forefathers . 
firſt: placed their feet on New-England's ſhore. 


From the perſecutions of their native country, 


and the perils of the ſea, a {mall nu nber, about 


one hundred perſons, ſought, an aſylum on. that 
ſpot of ground, ever ſince known by the name 


| 25 Plymouth. This was in the year 1620, a 


few days ſhort of L76 years. The hiſtory of * 


country, ſince that time, is no leſs aſtoniſhing, | 


than that of tae Liaclites from their firſt entrance 
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iato the land of 2 their ddliverance 
from the opproſſion of the Midiamtes Like 


them -wethave experieneed a ſeries uf apprefions;o 
and a ſeries of . remarkable . :deliverances. Com- 
ing in our view 'the whole-of. theſe! United 
States, we may probably ſay / that our increaſe 
in population and wealth; exceeds every inſtance 
: known the biſtory< of nations. In this hort 
ſpace, notwithſtanding all the ravages of war, 
2 extenſive empire has been ſettled, and fr 
number has ſo increaſed, that we: r 7 
e reckon millions. | 
Ir, on reading the hiſtory of the children 
* of Ifrael during the period referred to, we feel! 
- chiiftrained to ackn tue Lord was on\their! 
le, and fought theit: battles; the Tame: acknow- 
. ledgment will be no leſs irreſiſtible, aftex a tho- 
rough attention to the hiſtory-of out own nation. 
We turn our eyes over the accounts:of reir re- 
niarkable deliverances, which took; place one af- 
ter another, and wonder at tbeit unb ulief— e 
wonder, that by em the hand of God was fo: 
little acknowledged. But. why :ſhould-we won- 
. dercat” their unbelief Let us turn over the 
of God's providence, which relate 0e 
Fheſe pages are already filled with - accounts of 
. the wonderful intetpoſitions of God. in our fſa- 
vour, and of the aftonifhing: ingrat Hude uf this: 
people. For 1gnorance of theſe things there can 
be no- excuſe, while the means of e 
are ſo abundant, and ſo eaſy of acceſs. Our fa- 
- thers, who are yet ſojourners with us, can re- 


late many things to which they have been eye - 


% 


E7 
ade in. Accounts, allo, of, God! 8 1 


ble providences. towards us, have been an 


in a variety of books, and interſperſed among 
variety of ſubjects. They are to be found 88877 
in thoſe Jeffons, given out from ſchool- books, 


to exerciſe our children in reading. 


Tuvs abundant, and thus eaſy of acceſs : are 
the means of information, with. reſpect to the 


paſt dealings of divine providence with our na- 
tion, It will be needleſs, therefore, to deſcend, 
at this time, to a lengthy recital of - particulars. 
Such, however, is our proneneſs to forget, ti at 
we need to have our minds often refreſhed with 

things already known. Ie works of the Lord. 


Gre great, » ought ont 4 oa them that . have Pleaſure. 


| ther ein. 


Tr was the Lord, and he rang 5 55 effect 


ed the {ttlement of our fathers in this land, and. 
who prevented the ſavages of the wild erneſs 


from entirely cutting, them off. In number, We 
were then few—in ſtrength, feeble, and ltraiten- 


calculation, quick to reſent what they deemed. 


ech as to reſources. Not only. ſo, our manage. > 
ment, of the natives was 55 unjuſt, and really 
Provok ing. They were numerous beyond al 


impoſitions, and cunning and-perſeyering in their. 


attempts to glut” their revenge. When theſe. 
things are called to mind, it becomes matter of 
alfoniſhment; that the natives did not ſpill all 
the blood of the firſt emigrants to this country. 


7 


They were ſulfered often to trouble, ſeverely to. 


B | 
+ Pſalm 3. 2. 
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diſtreſs, and to chaſtiſe our fathers, as the Ca- 
naanites did: the children of Iſrael ; but, they 
were kept by the inviſible, though mighty power 
of God, from giving any fatal blow. The ſove- 
reign Ruler of the univerſe had purpoſes to an- 
ſwer, in their extirpation, and in our creaſe ; 


| Juſtas he had in cutting off the Canaanites, and . 


in eſtabliſhing the children of Iſrael. 
TrtsE are events, on which our fathers 


often converſed, though now fo little thought of, 


by their poſterity. Some of my hearers, now. 
advanced in life, ſhared in fome part of the diſ- 
treſſes of thoſe days; and by comparing them 
with the peace and proſperity of the preſent time, 


they muſt acknowledge, that the Lord bath ſent 4 
us great deliverance, PE 5 


Ir is true, we ſtill hear of the utchappy na- 
tives, and of their diſtreſſing our frontier ſettle- 
ments; but, their number is aſtoniſhingly redu- 
ced, and their exertions have become feeble. 


Comparing them with ourſelves, we may ſay, 


Providence hath turned the ſcale. A ſhort time 
fince, ey were numerous, and we were few— 
now te are numerous, and 7hey are few. It isa 
day of recounting the mercies of the Lord to this 
people; and our deliverance from this enemy, 


once ſo much dreaded, ought not to be forgot- 
ten. Our fathers, doubtleſs, were often enga- 
ged in fervent prayer for the event, which, we, 


their pofterity, now ſee accompliſhed, Probably 
they thought, it would be one of the greateſt 


mercies to this land to be delivered from fo ſe- 


vere a ſcourge ; and as we have experienced this 
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deliverance moft certainly from us heart: it ac 
knowledgwents are gde 
Bur, this is not the only deliverance from 
enemies which we have experienced others, | 


equally great, are to be acknowledged. 


Ovk rights have been invaded; and our 
liberties attacked, by that nation from which our 
fathers emigrated, and to which we had long: : 


been in the habit of Jooking, as a guardian, 


protector, and parent. This was a moſt trying 
' ſtroke of providence ; but, a neceſſary /ink in that 


chain of events, Which has brought us to our 


preſent happy ſtate. When theſe unnatural en- 
emies aroſe up againſt us, and graſped at our 
Überty, we ſought for redreſs, by petitions ex- 


preffed in the moſt humble language; and which 


were ſo often repeated, as to become tireſome 


and provoking to the invaders. We were neceſ- 
ſitated to refiſt; or to ſee. our infant country 


holden in bondage. How trying was the alter- 


native! How ſmall the profpe&-of being able to 


defend our rights l we were weak, at beſt, and 


made more fo, by being divided in opinion 
among ourſefves, We were poor, we were deſti- 
tute of arms, we were unacquainted with war. 


Our enemies were rich, inured to Oe pow- 


erful by ſea and land. This was our ſtate, and 


theſe our proſpects, when hoſtilities commenced 
between Great-Britain, and our own land. 


Ovs ſituation was very much like that of 


the children of Iſrael, when overpowered by the. 


Midianites. They ſuffered long, before they 
dared to refilt'y = 8 did we. Gideon was” 


* 


e up by that God. who. cauſeth nations ta 
riſe and” fall at his pleaſute, to be ihetr deliverer; 
In like manner, there. was one raiſed up to head 
our feeble and undiſciplined army. who was 
firm in principle, undaunted in courage, and 
unrivalled in wiſdom and prudence. This dif-- 
tinguiſhed leader and general of our armies per- 
fiſted in the cauſe he,eſpouſed, amidſt embar- 
raſſments, which would probably have dicheart- 
ened almoſt any other man.. The cruel tongues. 
of envy: and flander were buſy in attacking his. 
character, and meaſures ; but he turned not to, 
the right hand, nor to the e. 

Ag TRR a ſtruggle of eiglit years, in which: 


many lives were loſt, and in which time ſucceſs; 5 


was various, the. Lord diſcomfited our enemies, 
and brought them to ſuch. terms of peace, as 
were favourable to our rights, liberties and privi- 
teges. This is another great deliverance, which, 
we have expenienecd from the hand of the Lord 
our God ; and the moſt. of 1 us can oy it is. 
within our memories. 

TE diſtinguiſhing fnercies oof God towards 
this people, with reſpect to their enemies, do. 
net. c/oſe with this account. We have bad need. 
of further correfions, and further deliveranccs. : 
Our God, by whoſe hand we had ſo often been, 

redeemed, and by who'e care we had fo long. 
been preferyed, for a ſeaſon almoſt gave us up to; 
ourſelves ; and we were on the point, of plunging 
into the greateſt of all temparal-evils, a civi/ zwar. 
1 he gloomy cloud hung over our heads, and 
thicatened us with a florm, which, in its conſe- 


| quences, would have. bi diſmal and bond 4 
eth g 


in the midſt ot judgment, diſpelled 


the cloud, and once more brightened our proſ- 
pect, by eaufing the inhabitants of the ſeveral 1 
tarily to unite in, a 
conſtitution of government, founded on the 


States to form, and voluntar 


natural rights of man, and on principles of true 
liberty. This is another diſtinguiſhed ra, in 
ths hiſtory of our nation. 3944 5. 


Tur a form of 1 thould be i: N 


cob as to ae the views, and unite. 
the feelings, of ſo many inbabitants, as were 
ci in theſe ſeveral States, was an event, 
which, in proſpect, appeared very dark. But, 
the attempt was made, and ſaceck followed. 
The ſupreme Ruler of Nations, i in his good Pro- 
vidence, cauſed the claſhing intereſts of individ» 
ual perſons} and of individual ſtates to coaleſce ;z_ 
Mas though probably actuated by a great variety. 
. ofmotives, their views concentred, and a conſtitu- 
tion was adopted, which, in its operations, 'muſt 
| hitherto have more than -anſwered the expecta- 
tions of all reafonable men. It is myſterious. on 
ſerious reflection, how even ſmall ſocieties, which 
are compoſed o 1 57 men, and men of different 
views and intereſts, are ever hu U, yp ; but, it is 
much more myſterious how ſo large a body ok 
men, as that which compoſes theſe ſeveral Kam, 
in which there are almoſt as many opinions as 
ſons, ſhould, at the ſame time, unite in a nation- 


al abs and be 8 how Ws mn: ſecure 
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8. But, that God, who remember- 
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8 up by that God. ho cauſeth nations to 
riſe and fall, at his pleaſure, to be their deliverer. 
In like manner, there was one raiſed up to head 
our. feeble and undiſciplined army, who was 
firm | in principle, undaunted. in courage, and 
unrivalled in wiſdom and prudence. This diſ- 
tinguiſhed leader and general of our armies per- 
fited in the cauſe he eſpouſed, amidſt embar- 
raſſments, which would probably have diſheart- 
ened almoſt any other man. The cruel tongues 
of envy: and flander were buſy in attacking his. 
character, and meaſures ; but he turned not to 
the right hand, nor to the left. ; 

AFTER a ſtruggle of eight. years, in which, 
many lives were loſt, and in which time ſucceſs 
was various, the Lord diſcomfited our enemies, 
and brought them to ſuch. terms of peace, as 
were favourable to our rights, liberties and privi- 
teges. This is another oreat Jeliverance, which, 
we have experienced from the! hand) of the Lord, 
our God; and the moit. of us can ſay, it s 
within our memories. 

Tuæà b diſtinguiſhing mercies of God towards 
this people, with reſpect to their enemies, do 
not cioſe with this account. We have had need. 
of further corrections, and ſurther de/fyerances., 
Our God, by whote N we had ſo often been 
redeemed, and by who'e care we had fo long, 
been preſerved, for a ſoa! on almoft gave us up to: 
ourſelves; and we were on the point of plunging. 
into the greateſt of all temporal evils, a ci war, , 
1 he gloomy cloud hung over our heads, and 
tlucatcned us with a florm, which, in its conle- 
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quences, would have been diſmal and horrid in 
the extreme. But, that God. who remember- 
eth mercy in the midft of judgment, diſpelled 
the cloud, and once more brightened our proſ- 
pect, by eaufing the inhabitants ot the ſeveral 
States to form, and voluntarily to unite in, a 
conſtitution of government, founded on the 
natural rights of man, and on principles of true 
liberty. This is another diſtinguiſned era, in 
tke hiſtory of our nation. VV 
Tux a form of government ſhould be fo ; 
conſtructed, as to meet the views, and unite. 
the feelings, of ſo many inbabitants, as were 
contained in theſe : ſeveral States, was an event, 
which, in proſpect; appeared very dark. But, 
the attempt was made, and ſucceſs followed. 
The ſupreme Ruler of Nations, in his good Pro- 
vidence, cauſed the claſhing intereſts of individ- 
ual perſons, and of individual ſtates to coaleſce; 
and, though probably actuated by a great variety 
. ofmotives, their views concentred, and a conſtitu- 
tion was adopted, which, in its operations, muſt 
hitherto have more than anſwered the expeCta- 
tions of all-reafonable men. It is myſterious, on 
ſerious reflection, how even ſmall ſocieties, which 
are compoled of ſelſiſi men, and men of different 
views and intereſts, are ever ##/t up; but, it is 
much more myſterious how ſo large a body of 
men, as that which compoſes theſe ſeveral ſtates, - 
in which there are almoſt as many opinions as per- 
ſons, ſhould, at the ſame time, unite in a nation- 
al compact, and be e how they will ſecure 


Fe 4 


the property, pa ad W A * oth- ' 
er. To the inviſible power and ageney of Go 
mall the accompliſhment of this event be aſorib- 
ed. It' plainly evinces, that HE who holdeth the | 
hearts of all men in his hand, is able to bring or 
Aer out of confuſion, light out of darkneſs, 90 | 
out of evil, to make the wrath of man praiſe 
him, and to reſtrain the remainder of it. . 
UNDER this conſtitution, we enjoy the privi- 
lege of having men of our own country, and of 
our own-choice, at the head of our public affairs. 
Here all denominations of Chriſtians are allowed 
to enjoy their principles, and to worſhip Gop, 
according to the views they entertain of his holy 
word. In an emphatical ſenſe, we now ſit un- 
der our own vines and fig trees. In view of this 
event, we may truly fay, The Lord hath deliv- 
ered-us from great evil, and hath raiſed our na- 
tion to an unparalleled height of Wee, and 
happineſs. 4755 
Bur, there is Apecher evil, wwhight: through 
the merciful jaterpaſition of God, we have hith- 
erto eſcaped, and which-ought not, on this day 
of recounting divine favours, to be forgotten. 141 
refer to the many and crafty attempts which have 
been made to draw us into the war, in which ma- 
ny of the European kingdoms have, for ſeveral 
years, been involved :z—a war which has been 
carried on with an nnuſual ſpirit of martial euthu- 
fraſm, and attended with an uncommon protu- 
ſion of human blood. In the midſt of all our 
national happineſs, this has been an evil, with 
Which we have been imminently threatened. 
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15 
CONNECTED, as we have been, with two 


powerful nations, bitter in their oppoſition to 


ach other, and each watching with a jealous eye, 
every advantage the other might derive from u 


our ſituation has been critical in the extreme. | 


To maintain newraliry has been the proſgſed ob- 
Zee of our Executive; and that he has been en- 


bled to ſteer out political ſhip, in ſuch a danger- 
ous ſea, muſt be owing to his being endowed 
with no inconſiderable ſhareofthad wifdom which 
is profitable to direct. By the appointment, ahd 
unde the direction of Gov, he has hitberto been 
our dellverer. We are free, even to the preſent 
day, from the ravages of war. In this land of 
free. om, the Church of Chriſt may live without 
perleeurion. A preached Goſpel may. be enjoy- 
ed by all claſſes of our citizens. Gop's Holy ſub- 
baths may be obſerved by all thoſe who' ear his 
Name; and the ordinances of his houſe are ſta- 
tedly adminiſtered in the Church. From this. 
+ brief ſketch of national mercies, it muſt*; „ 
that what was ſaid of the Iraelites in- the 1770 

may, with theftricteft truth, be applied t us— 

The Lord our God hatlr Aelivin ed" 1 "Woe 1 


8 hands of all our enemies on every de- 2 e e 


II. Ou bleflings and privileges bare 


| brought us under the ſtrongeſt obligations to 


remember Him, who conferred them 6 us. 
WII reſpect to the children of Iſrael, Ibis 
may be very plainly inferred; from what is gaid 
to their charge, in the text. They ſinned, be- 
caule they remembered not te Lord their"\God, who: 
ad delivered hehe. ore * hands of a . bel 
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mies on every. fide. The: repeated interpoſit ions 
of God, in their favour, brought them under as 
mary obligations to bim; and theſe obligations, 
deing diſregar ded,. enhanced their eriminality. 
They were a people, on whom peculiar privile- 
ges were beſtowed, and; by abuſing theſe privile- 
ges, they did more to provoke God, than even 

the idolattous - natidns around them. After 
bearing with them the appointed time, in bis 

holy anger, God cut them eff; and to this very 
day, they are monuments of his awful diſpleaſure. 

And ſince their puniſhment is declared, by di- 

vine authority, to be an enſample for us, we may 
know that a ſimilar fate and portion will over 
take us, if we remember not the Lord our God, 
ho hath ſo often redeemed us from our enemies. 
Wx are under obligation to diſtinguiſh. 


* 
3 


. our{clves, by.  hozouring and glariſying God, as 
riuileges. This is agreeable to the oracle of 
truth, and tothe general opinion of men. That 
nan increaſe of privileges is followed by an increaſe 
of obligation,” is an idea which is clearly advanced 
dy our Saviour, in Luke 12. 48. For unto 
 , whomſoever much is giuen, of him ſhall much be re- 
guired : and io whom men laue committed much, of 
him they Twill aſk the more.” Here the Saviour il- 
Juſtrates a weighty, ſolemn truth, by adverting to 
the common opinion and practice of men. Tv- 
zohom men have committed much, of him they will 
| aſe the more. Thus men, feel, and thus they 
practice. How, then, can they expect any thing 
elſe, but, that God will deal in the ſame way 


— 
& 
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N with” them p: How vnreaſorable, bow Sr og 
: ent, to harbour a thought, that the- Judge of all 
the earth will deviate Eon this rule If men 
would ſuffer their thoughts to run in this chan- 
nel, they would ſee that every privilege, and ev- 
E received, increa 


. poſitions. of God- in our faveur; and we have 
5 found them to be 1 45 reat but, it is anoth- 
er and a ſerious inquiry, * What returns ought. 
we to make? H dai ha ter rande umo the Lord, 
for ali his benefits towards us External advanta- - 
ges, without bearts to apply them to a right uſe, 


„ Will make neither a people, nor a perſon happy. 
S | Thoſe places, which enjoyed great light" and 
. privileges | in the 1 of Chriſt, were repreſented * 
„ as being brought. under great obligations; and, 
bo on account ol W impenitence,. and unbehef,, . , 


were aſſured by him, that it would be more tol- - 
| : erable for Sodom and Gomorrak in the day of 
Ms | Judgment than for. them; The only way to pre- 
2 vent its being more tolerable for S6donyand'Go-. 
„ + morrah in the day of Judgment; than for ws, . 
5 wilt be to remember the Lord our God. It will 
; be proper for us, in this place, particularly to 
| conſider how we are to remember him. 

| I1ꝗ. Wwought to remember the Lord: our 
. God, in turning to hint by a real repentance... 

5 Tur we have often finned againſt God is 
a-truth as obvious, as. that we have lived under 
his government. One thing, on which we may 


1 their obligations to ä 


Wu have been uin A review of the inter- 


rely is, that we ſhall | never have any proper Heal - 
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of God, while we do wot feel. our need of repey=- 
tance, Phat godly ſorrow for fin, which was ſo” 
much the ſubject of the preaching of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, is always implied, when. God is real- 
1 acknowledged hy fallen men. As ſoon as the 
character of an infinitely perfect and holy God: 
comes into view,. we muſt unavoidably be aſha- 
med of oui eve In. making: this obſervation, I. 
am countenanced by the experience and langue * 
of Job. I have ſieard o thee by. the hearing of the- 

ear: but now mine exe [eeth thee. Wherefore J. 
abhor myſelſ. 15 re gent in duß and afhes.F How: 
trifling, | there ore, it. will de for. us, as individ- 
Wals, or as à nation; to acknowledge God with 


im penitent hearts ! "The Jews did as much as this, 


\ They often drew nigh unto God with their- 
9 and honoured him with their lips, while - 
their heart was far. from him. This was ac- 
knawledged to them ;* but, it had not the leaft 
Aniuence, in reſcuing t them from the awful judgg 
ments of God. Let, therefore, one and all un- 
derſtand, that we are under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions to remember that God, Who hath ſo often 
delivered us from our enemies. and that he will- 
be remembered to no 66000 Purpoſe with 4 
leni. hearts... 

: 25" Taz v, who are led by mercies to re- 
member God, will, be excited to offer to bim. 
praiſes and thankſgiving C | 

_ To recount et mercies of God. and to 
call to mind the paſt dealings of his holy provi- 
dence. has been the practice of thoſe who feared 


Job 42. oY 13 * Matt. 15. 8. es 


i. 
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ta; in I age of the Fond How ofterf did 
Moles dwell. -upon the aſtoniſhing interpofitions 5 


of God, in behalf of the peo le, whom he con- 


Aucted to the land of Canaan? To this ſubj ect 
how frequently did he call up the. As ieh of 
Ifrael ? His practice was alſo followed by Joſhua, 
and all the ſucceeding leaders in Iſrael, who feared 
the Lord. To induce the people to remember 
God, they would mention his wonderful deal- 
ings with them, as a nation, and labour to i im- 


Preſs W. of them upon their minds. 


15 HAT; we call Providence was to David: A 
moſt inſtructive boak ;—a book in which he ap- 


peared continually to ſtudy. Scarcely can we 

turn to a Pſalm, in which he does not particu- 
larly acknowledge the benefits he derived from 
this ſource... Language, ſimilar. to the following, 
15 interſperſed througl out his writings— 
God, thou haſt taught me from my youth : and hith- 
_ erto have 1 declared thy wondrous | works. ' Thor, 
zwho . haſt heed, me great and ſore troubles,” "ſhalt 
quicken me again from the depths of the earth. My 
lips hall greatly rejoice, when I ſing unto thee : and 
my ſoul which thou L redeemed.” A remem- 
brance of God, in his pfovidences, excited, m 
the heart of this good man, praiſes and thankſ- 
givings. It appars, as if he.cauld not ſay enough” 
to perſuade others to praiſe the Lord, at the re- 


membrance of his works. O give thanks wto 


the Lord; call upon his name; "make known his 


deeds among the, people. Sing unte him, fi ng pſalms 
unto him : talk ye of. all his wondrous works,” 


How animating. are his. words in the 124th 


of 


r " 


4d. 
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his kouſe, and in the fami 


20 


„pfalm, where he was i celebrating the Glorious . 


deliverance of his people,' Iſrae If it had 
not been the Lord, who was on our fide, now may 


Iſrael ſay : If it had no? been the Lord "who" was © 
on our fide, when men roſe up  agdinſt us * Nen 


ihey had ſwallowed 1c 1 quick, when their wrath 


vas kindkd againſt us. Then the waters had over- 
 wwhelmed us, the fiream had gone over onr ſouls. 


Then the proud waters had gone over our ſont. 


Bleſſed is the Lord, who hath not given us a prey 
to their teeth.” Such were the lively views en- 


tertained, by David, of God's mercies, \mani- 


feſted in bis providence; though the people of 
Iſrael, as a body, were ſtupid and ungrateful. 
A a people, zve appear to manffeſt the fame in - 


gratitude, the ſame backwardneſs to remember 


God, and to praiſe his holy name. By perfiſting 
in a line of conduct, ſimilar to that of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, we have every reaſon to expect we 
ſhall fall into a ſimilar condemnation. Nothing 


but the great.depths of divine mercy have hith- 


erto ſpared us. From the rebellious, this merey 
will ere long be with-holden, and, without cher- 
-iſhing a heart. felt ſenſe of divine benefits, we 
ſhall fink. The Lord our God is certainly not 
remembered by us, ſo long aswe' Have no hearts 
to praiſe him for his goodneſs. 


3. Tux, who are led by mercies tore- 
member God, delight in his worſhip, 5 a 

To be where they may ear of God os 
Join in his worſhip, : is their eat and drink. 
Social prayer is one of the appointed ways for a 


people toacknowledgs God: This duty may * 
performed. by all bodies of people, Whether 


great or ſmall; and there is the ſame general - | 


reaſon, why families ſhould: acknowledge the 
mercies og God, received in that connection, 
and with joigt voice and heart, carry their ſor- 
rows to the Throne of Grace, that towns or any 
larger body of people ſhould do the ſame. How 
dark muſt be the proſpect among that people, 
where the public worſhip of God is generally 
neglected! How melancholy, alſo, muft be the 
fituation of that family, in which his worſhip is 


not. maintained —in which his holy name, in a 
ſocial manner, is never invoked !” All fuck people 


and all ſuck families exhibit that kind of evidence 
of their not remembering thè Lord their God, 


which they will find particularly noticed in 


the facred ſeriptures. Oh, how wilk divine fury 
be poured out upon that people, Who know 
not God, and upon thoſe families which call not 
on his name !—To flatter. ourſelves, that God 
is remembered for his goodneſs, ſo long as he is 
nor fought unto by- prayer, is bolſtering ourſelves 
up with all our ingratitude, with all our pollu- 
tion and vilenels. I proceed to:ſhow, 
III. Tar the holy anger and rightegus 
, diſpleaſure of God may be provoked, by the 
manner in which we treat thoſe men, who have 
been uſed, as infruments of procuring and contin. 
uing our bleſſings. 

Auons the Iſraelites, a ſucceſſior? of x men- 
was raiſed up, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves, as 
minent ae to that. Frople, Moſes, Johs 
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ua and Gideon were among the eſt. Fon the 
- hiſtory of this people it is evident, that the Lord 


was always provoked, when they manifeſted un- 

grateful conduct towards thaſe men, who hag 
been uſed as inſtruments of. good. to them. 
Awful was the difplay. of: d btb, when 


Korab, Dathan and Abiram ſtirred up a.mutiny | 


in Iſrael, and preſumed boldly to ſpeak againſt 
the adminiſtration, of Moſes.“ That theſe meh, 
and their adherents, had no ſenſe of the paſt fa- 

vours of the Lord, was made exceedingly. manifeſt, 
by their proudly rifing up againſt the very perſon, 
who had led them, by the hand, through a 


ſeries of the molt preſſing dangers. A fin, of this. 


nature, is laid to the gon, p of Iſrael in the text. 


« Neither frewed they kindneſs to the houſe:of Ja- 


rubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all tle good. 


2 neſs which: he had fhewed unto. Ifrael.” Gideon, 
though he had failings, as well as all men in the 
fleſh, was uſed as an inſtrument of great good. 


to iſrael, under their oppreſſions. That people 


. eee the ungrateful feelings of their hearts 
to him, by their manner of treating his family, 


and it was provoking to God. They lightly ef-. 
teemed not only the Aathor of the mercies they 
received, but the inſtrument, by whom they were 
procured. This is aſpecimen of the ingratitude 


1 of men. 


A mosrT diſtinguiſhed ; deliverer has been 
raiſed up for the people of this. land. He has 
made ſacrifices for the goad of this people, which 
are enough deeply to affect their hearts, if they 
were fulceptible of impreſſions of gratituda 

* Numb, 16. 
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equal to the favours done. For more than t 
years, he has been at the helm of our national affairs, 
firtt, as the leader, and. General of our armies, and 


_ unparalleled. proſperity, 


not viewed, as pleading more powerfully in his behalf, 

and as affording convincing evidence of the wiſdom of 
his.adminiſtration ?- Bur, ſuch is the uncertainty of hü- 
man affairs. We are treading in the ſame path, which 


have had | ye | 
' in queſtion, by the people of America.? Why is it, that 
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Unce, as the Preſident of theſe. United States; and he 


has, been enabled, under God, to conduct us, amidſt 


the ſtorms and. convulſions of the. times, to the haven of 


. 4 


wenty ; 


* 


Bur now. we are crowned with natienal happineſs, 


our amazing ingratitude burſts forth to light: - our 
amazing ingratitude, not only to the Supreme Ruler 
of nations, but, to that may, who has been the inſtru - 
ment of ſo much good to us. Even his Kindneſs, as an 
inſtrument, is by ſome not remembered. Who could 
have thought, that the character of WAS M Ix TON, of 
whoſe. integrity, wiſdom. and patriotiſm, we ſeemingly 

ali poſſible proof, would ever haye been called 


ag" 
— 


the preſent happy. and flouriſhing ſtate of our country is 


has: been trodden by other nations before us. It has 


exhibiting new proof. 


- May our diſtinguiſhed deliverer,-now he is about * 
to retire from puhlie life, be horeughliy convinced, that 
it.is better to truſt in the Lord, than to put confidence in man. 


Impreſſed with this truth, he will have conſolation, 


which the world, can neither give, nor take away. 


May the Lord forgive the ingratitude of this peo- 


have regard to the glory of the Supreme, and the!gond 


of this great people, and who may be inftrumental of 


continuing and incteaſing'our national felicity. 
Tux thoughts ſuggeſted on this ſubject naturally 
lead us, as a town, to review paſt favours, and to feel 
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always appeared, that there was no. confidence to be 
put in man. Of the ſame_melanchely. truth we-are... 


. 


— 


ple, and have mercy on us, by cauling the place of 
Waſhington to be ſupplied with a citizen, who ſhall 


> 
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the obligations we are under. to remember the Lud aur 
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Is connection with national bleſſings, of which 


we, as a ſmall part of the Nation, have been allowed 
to partake, many /ocal privileges and bleflings demand 
the. grateful feelings of our hearts. In this place, we 
have enjoyed general health through the laſt ſeaſon, 


— 


and for ſeveral months paſt, it has been a time of unu- 
ſuul health. The earth has yielded us ſuch increaſe; as 
that a competent ſupply of food for man and beaſt is, 
this day, to be acknowledged. Ged's holy word, his 
ſabbaths, the preaching, of the Goſpel and divine ordi- 
nances, are yet continued to us, as monuments of his 


4 


mercy, Here we are, my brethren, in the midſt of 


— 
. 


bleſſings. emp oral and ſpiritual, C let us give thanks un- : 
to tie 15 


among the people. 


LEE 


/f.npou his naue, and make known _ bis deeds» 


uon furrounded with the bleflings of heaven, 


£ 


let us net forget, that the rod of God's holy anger is 


viſible—that-- it is ſtretched over , and calls for or 


attention. He- with-olds the rain from heaven, he 


dries up the ſtreams; he keeps back the ſprings, and 


cauſes many families to experience: diſtreſs, This 
_ ought to lead us to-humility, and to awaken in us a ſenſe- 
of our d:pendence; . From what we now experience, we 
may form fame faint canceptions of the diſtrefs, which. 
a general drought upon the earth would occaſion: But; 


how much ore to be dreaded than: this, is a ſpiritual 
drought ! With all our advantages 16 know what moſt: 
concerns us, why are we nor: ſenſible of this, and excited 
to pray for the bleſſed influenees of the Holy Spirit? 


Without theſe are ſhed down upon , and our chidren, 
we and they may have proſperityz in this world, only to- 
be made more wretched, in that which is ta come. 


7 
* 


Let us offer a-tribute of praiſe to God, that we 
have opportunity, at the call of our rulers, to unite 


with our fellow eitizens of this Commonwealth, in ac- 
knowledging divine mercies, Let us not act a part ſo- 


incouſiſtent, as to convert this day of recounting the mor- 


cie, of the Lord, this day of thaniſgiving, into a day of 
carnal mirth aud amuſement. „ 


22 Gop grant, that We may all, of 
cited to remember the Author ef ou 
praiſe his holy name. AMEN.. 


every age, be ex · 
i rcies, and to 
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